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Abstract

This study aimed to: (1) examine the socio-cultural context of local fish resource
utilization in the community; and (2) identify appropriate community-based
approaches for fish resource management through joint decision-making. The study
population consisted of representatives from 2 3 households in Pha Bue Village.
Purposive sampling was employed to select participants, including local fishers (from
the Akha and Lahu ethnic groups), community leaders, religious leaders of both ethnic
groups in Pha Bue, youth representatives, and relevant individuals or organizations.
Research tools included in-depth interviews, observation records, and fishing gear. The
findings revealed that the community is predominantly Akha. Historically, the socio-
cultural context of fisheries reflected both fishers and resource users, with fishing
practices based on ethnic wisdom. At present, in addition to fishing, recreational
activities have also become more common. However, fish species diversity has
declined from 50 species in the past to only 19 species today, due to irresponsible
fishing practices and ecosystem changes. Consequently, the community has
participated in establishing 12 measures under 4 management approaches for local
highland fish resource management: 1) protection and restoration of habitats, 2)
reduction of threats, 3) conservation of important species, and 4) sustainable utilization
and management.

Keywords: highland indigenous fish, resource management, participation
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